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Steven Guttman is the founder of art 

storage company, UOVO, and co-

chairman of its board of directors. An 

industry veteran with over 40 years of 

real estate experience, he is a prominent 

business and civic leader, and avid art 

collector. 

In 2016, France’s government awarded 

Steven the nation‘s highest honor –  

Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur – for 

his philanthropic work with the Centre 

Pompidou Foundation. As Chairman of 

the foundation, he has been instrumental 

in acquiring American works of art for 

the organization. Steven is also involved 

with the ICA Miami and on the Board of 

the Brooklyn Museum.

Steven Guttman

What‘s your background in art? 

And what aspects of living with art 

really interest you?

Living with art is second nature to me.  

I‘m a collector by default – I can’t help 

myself. I’m attracted by form and 

color but also the artist‘s intention and 

message. Bringing art home means I 

live with beauty but also provocation. It 

keeps the space alive and in dialogue. 

What does living with art mean to 

you? And what challenges have 

you faced along the way?

For me, living with art means opening 

up the mental and emotional space of 

your home – and the physical space, 

which can be challenging! So I decided 

to open an art storage business called 

UOVO, specifically for important 

collections. UOVO allows me to store 

my art in optimal environmental 

conditions with the highest security, 

while remaining accessible through a 

fleet of trucks and expert art handlers. 

Embrace the challenges of living with art. 
The emotional investment always pays off. 
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This way, we can always change the 

art on display while conserving what’s 

not on view to museum standards. It’s 

a win-win. 

 

Where do you keep your art – and 

why?

In addition to my homes, I fill UOVO 

with art from my collection. It’s on 

view in the lobby, corridors, and other 

areas of the facility where clients can 

enjoy it. Equally importantly, the work 

is on display in the back offices for 

our employees to enjoy. I’m talking 

about staff kitchens, copy rooms… 

everywhere. I believe that engaging 

mentally with art is a positive force in 

the work environment.

What challenges, if any, do you 

face living with art? 

I’m fortunate to have turned my 

passion into a business, so it’s hassle-

free. If anything, it’s too easy. UOVO 

means collecting without limitations. 

And my wife Kathy helps me keep the 

acquisitions on track. We‘re a great 

team. 

What are your thoughts about 

environmental risks to art?

I cannot overstate the importance of  

these factors. I believe environmental 

damage is the biggest risk to any 

collection. But I can rest easy knowing 

everything at UOVO is stored outside a 

flood zone in stable humidity where  

it‘s safe from disasters and long-term 

vulnerabilities like UV exposure. At 

home, we rotate our works regularly to 

guard against conservation issues. 

What advice would you give other 

collectors on living with art?

Embrace the challenges of living with 

art. The emotional investment always 

pays off. 

Bringing art home 
means I live with 
beauty but also 
provocation. It  
keeps the space  
alive and in  
dialogue. 

Engaging mentally 
with art is a 
positive force 
in the work 
environment.


